Prayer
What does the bible say about praying and how should we talk to God?  Many of us only talk with him when we need something.  Others talk to him when we are in a crisis, or mad at him.  Does God listen to all our prayers?  Does He answer all our prayers?   Let’s see what God’s word says about prayer.
Matt 6:5-13  "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.  Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.  "This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.' 

How to Pray
Focus on God first


-Address Him as your Heavenly Father (like a child to their parent)



-Show reverence



-Pray for God’s kingdom to come (Romans 14:17)




-Righteousness through Jesus




-Peace with God




-Joy in the Holy Spirit



-Pray for God’s will to be done

Focus on Yourself second


-Ask for your needs to be met



-Ask to be forgiven in the same manner you forgive others


-Ask to be led away from temptation


-Ask for deliverance from evil
Refocus on God last



-Acknowledge God’s power, glory and His kingdom



-Thank Him

Matt 7:7-12 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.  "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 

Phil 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Why It Seems Some Prayers Aren’t Answered

James 4:1-3 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you?  You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 

Luke 18:9-14

Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:  
"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.   The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself,' God, I thank You that I am not like other men -- extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.   I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.'   And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!'   I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."  

Remember to ask for His will to be done.  This may mean His answer is “no”.  It may be that the prayer will be answered, but at a later time.  
If you have further questions, please call us at 303-988-7505. 
